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INTRODUCTION

THE UNIFICATION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
THROUGH TRADE IS AN ANCIENT FACT. 

CONTEMPORARY MARITIME TRANSPORT IS A 
GLOBALIZED SYSTEM, IN WHICH CERTAIN PLACES 
(THE STRAIT OF MALACCA, THE PANAMA CANAL, 

ETC.) AND CERTAIN AREAS  PLAY A SPECIAL ROLE. THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IS ONE OF THESE.

AS A RESULT OF ITS POSITION, THE MEDITERRANEAN 
IS A MAJOR TRANSIT ROUTE AND, MORE RECENTLY, A 

TRANSSHIPMENT AREA FOR INTERNATIONAL 
MARITIME TRANSPORT, AS WELL AS A ZONE OF 

INTENSE TRAFFIC DUE TO INTRA-MEDITERRANEAN 
MARITIME TRAFFIC, PARTICULARLY RO-RO. 



MEDITERRANEAN SEA PORTS OVER 20 MT



MAIN CONTAINER PORTS IN IN 2022



MARKET SHARE BY AREA



TANGER MED
Diachronic evolution of Tangier-Med port infrastructures

2003 2013 2023



WHAT ABOUT CONTAINERSHIPS ?

• Capacity increase by 45% between 2012 and 

2020.

• The number of calls remained stable despite a peak 

in 2014.

• Increase in the average size of container ships 

calling from 2845 TEU to 3974 TEU : + 40%

➔ significant increase in the size of container ships 

calling at Med-Sea ports



CONTAINER HANDLING OPERATORS IN 2021



THE GLOBAL CONTAINER TERMINAL OPERATORS’ 
EQUITY BASED THROUGHPUT ON THE MEDITERRANEAN 
CONTAINER MARKET

Evolution of the number of operators and top 5 market 
share 



CRUISES



RO-RO TRAFFIC



MORE CHALLENGES… MIGRATIONS



…ENVIRONNEMENT



CONCLUSION

DIVERSITY OF PORT PROFILES IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN (INTERCONTINENTAL 

TRANSSHIPMENT HUB, GATEWAY, REGIONAL PORT, 
SPECIALIZED NORTH-SOUTH PORT, ETC.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PORTS AROUND THE 
MEDITERRANEAN COULD PROVIDE EUROPE'S HUGE 
CONSUMER MARKET WITH A MEANS OF SECURING 
SUPPLIES AND REDUCING THE CARBON FOOTPRINT 

OF TRANSPORT

INTENSIFYING COMPETITIVE COMPLEMENTARITY 
BETWEEN PORTS ON THE WESTERN AND EASTERN 

MARGINS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
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