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134 CAMILLE BATAILLE

In this essay, I identified two limits in the historical approach to 
the transmission of the rosary. First, we cannot answer comprehen
sively or satisfactorily the question: 'Why is the rosary so attrac
tive?' The adaptation of tools taken from the cognitive study of 

religion offers answers to this question: the rosary is attractive due 
to a formai transformation, which can be described as a process of 

ritualisation. This ritualisation is facilitated by appending medita

tions with counter-intuitive content that make the rosary more 
attractive, that is, more prone to being transmitted and uncon
sciously fostering the attention of those praying. Second, some 
dogmas present in the meditation are too counter-intuitive to be 
easily transmitted, thus the transformation of the prayer into a 
ritual reduces the influence of these hindrances to transmission. 

The attraction of the devotion is strengthened. This does not 
mean that other causes, traditionally explaining the success of the 
rosary are obsolete; it just means that some arguments for these 

traditional causes contain a bias that needs to be corrected. The 
biased use of the sources prevents us from answering the question 

of the attraction of the rosary, because there is no point in address
ing an issue considered obvious. The identification of a universal 
and unconscious process can provide a new insight on choices that 
are otherwise difficult to explain. As this example of the devotion 
to the rosary at the end of the Middle Ages hopefully shows, the 
cognitive study of religion offers useful tools for historians. 




